
“And it’s a human need to be told stories. The more we’re 
governed by idiots and have no control over our destinies, the 

more we need to tell stories to each other about who we are, 
why we are, where we come from, and what might be possible.”

Alan Rickman

INAUGURAL ADAPTATION LIST



In honor of the annual Black List’s 20th year and our recent expansion into fiction, we solicited 
the opinions of 84 publishing industry editors and literary agents—roughly the number of 
voters on the first annual Black List—about the novels published since The Black List’s first 
year (2005) that they most want to see adapted into film or television. 

The Adaptation List includes the 61 novels that were mentioned multiple times.

It is important that we reiterate what this list can only ever be: A list of novels mentioned 
multiple times when the 84 editors and agents who responded to our request were asked to 
name ten published since 2005 whose acquisition or sale they were not involved in that they 
would like to see adapted into film or television.

Books’ covers were taken from the US publishers’ websites, as were the descriptions of the 
novels. The Black List apologizes for all errors made while gathering that information.
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Age of Vice

New Delhi, 3 a.m. A speeding Mercedes jumps the curb and in the blink 
of an eye, five people are dead. It’s a rich man’s car, but when the dust 
settles there is no rich man at all, just a shell-shocked servant who 
cannot explain the strange series of events that led to this crime. Nor 
can he foresee the dark drama that is about to unfold. 

Deftly shifting through time and perspective in contemporary India, 
Age of Vice is an epic, action-packed story propelled by the seductive 
wealth, startling corruption, and bloodthirsty violence of the Wadia 
family—loved by some, loathed by others, feared by all. 
 

In the shadow of lavish estates, extravagant parties, predatory business deals and calculated political 
influence, three lives become dangerously intertwined: Ajay is the watchful servant, born into poverty, 
who rises through the family’s ranks. Sunny is the playboy heir who dreams of outshining his father, 
whatever the cost. And Neda is the curious journalist caught between morality and desire. Against a 
sweeping plot fueled by loss, pleasure, greed, yearning, violence and revenge, will these characters’ 
connections become a path to escape, or a trigger of further destruction?

Deepti Kapoor

All Fours

A semi-famous artist announces her plan to drive cross-
country, from LA to NY. Thirty minutes after leaving her 
husband and child at home, she spontaneously exits the 
freeway, checks into a nondescript motel, and immerses 
herself in an entirely different journey.

Miranda July



All the Sinners Bleed

Titus Crown is the first Black sheriff in the history of Charon County, 
Virginia. In recent decades, quiet Charon has had only two murders. But 
after years of working as an FBI agent, Titus knows better than anyone that 
while his hometown might seem like a land of moonshine, cornbread, and 
honeysuckle, secrets always fester under the surface. 

Then a year to the day after Titus’s election, a school teacher is killed by a 
former student and the student is fatally shot by Titus’s deputies. As Titus 
investigates the shootings, he unearths terrible crimes and a serial killer who 
has been hiding in plain sight, haunting the dirt lanes and woodland clearings 
of Charon. 

With the killer’s possible connections to a local church and the town’s harrowing history weighing on him, 
Titus projects confidence about closing the case while concealing a painful secret from his own past. At the 
same time, he also has to contend with a far-right group that wants to hold a parade in celebration of the 
town’s Confederate history. 

Charon is Titus’s home and his heart. But where faith and violence meet, there will be a reckoning.

S.A. Cosby

American Marriage

Newlyweds Celestial and Roy are the embodiment of 
both the American Dream and the New South. He is a 
young executive, and she is an artist on the brink of an 
exciting career. But as they settle into the routine of their 
life together, they are ripped apart by circumstances 
neither could have imagined. Roy is arrested and 
sentenced to twelve years for a crime Celestial knows 
he didn’t commit. Though fiercely independent, Celestial 
finds herself bereft and unmoored, taking comfort in 

Andre, her childhood friend, and best man at their wedding. As Roy’s time in prison 
passes, she is unable to hold on to the love that has been her center. After five 
years, Roy’s conviction is suddenly overturned, and he returns to Atlanta ready to 
resume their life together.

Tayari Jones



Ask Again, Yes

Francis Gleeson and Brian Stanhope, rookie NYPD cops, 
are neighbors in the suburbs. What happens behind 
closed doors in both houses—the loneliness of Francis’s 
wife, Lena, and the instability of Brian’s wife, Anne, sets 
the stage for the explosive events to come. 

In Mary Beth Keane’s extraordinary novel, a lifelong 
friendship and love blossoms between Kate Gleeson and 
Peter Stanhope, born six months apart. One shocking 

night their loyalties are divided, and their bond will be tested again and again 
over the next thirty years. Heartbreaking and redemptive, Ask Again, Yes is a 
gorgeous and generous portrait of the daily intimacies of marriage and the power 
of forgiveness.

Mary Beth Keane

Beautiful Ruins

The story of an almost-love affair that begins on the 
Italian coast in 1962 and resurfaces fifty years later in 
contemporary Hollywood.

Jess Walter



The Bee Sting

The Barnes family is in trouble. Dickie’s once-lucrative car 
business is going under—but Dickie is spending his days in the 
woods, building an apocalypse-proof bunker with a renegade 
handyman. His wife, Imelda, is selling off her jewelry on eBay 
and half-heartedly dodging the attention of fast-talking cattle 
farmer Big Mike, while their teenage daughter, Cass, formerly 
top of her class, seems determined to binge drink her way 
through her final exams. As for twelve-year-old PJ, he’s on the 
brink of running away.  

If you wanted to change this story, how far back would you have to go? To the 
infamous bee sting that ruined Imelda’s wedding day? To the car crash one year before 
Cass was born? All the way back to Dickie at ten years old, standing in the summer 
garden with his father, learning how to be a real man?

Paul Murray

Beneath a Scarlet Sky

Pino Lella wants nothing to do with the war or the Nazis. He’s a 
normal Italian teenager—obsessed with music, food, and girls—but 
his days of innocence are numbered. When his family home in 
Milan is destroyed by Allied bombs, Pino joins an underground 
railroad helping Jews escape over the Alps, and falls for Anna, a 
beautiful widow six years his senior. 

In an attempt to protect him, Pino’s parents force him to enlist 
as a German soldier—a move they think will keep him out of 
combat. But after Pino is injured, he is recruited at the tender age 

of eighteen to become the personal driver for Adolf Hitler’s left hand in Italy, General Hans 
Leyers, one of the Third Reich’s most mysterious and powerful commanders.

Now, with the opportunity to spy for the Allies inside the German High Command, Pino 
endures the horrors of the war and the Nazi occupation by fighting in secret, his courage 
bolstered by his love for Anna and for the life he dreams they will one day share.

Mark Sullivan



Beyond That, The Sea

As German bombs fall over London in 1940, working-class parents Millie and 
Reginald Thompson make an impossible choice: they decide to send their eleven-
year-old daughter, Beatrix, to America. There, she’ll live with another family for the 
duration of the war, where they hope she’ll stay safe.  

Scared and angry, feeling lonely and displaced, Bea arrives in Boston to meet the 
Gregorys. Mr. and Mrs. G, and their sons William and Gerald, fold Bea seamlessly 
into their world. She becomes part of this lively family, learning their ways and their 
stories, adjusting to their affluent lifestyle. Bea grows close to both boys, one older 
and one younger, and fills in the gap between them. Before long, before she even 
realizes it, life with the Gregorys feels more natural to her than the quiet, spare life 
with her own parents back in England. 

As Bea comes into herself and relaxes into her new life—summers on the coast in Maine, new friends clamoring to hear 
about life across the sea—the girl she had been begins to fade away, until, abruptly, she is called home to London when 
the war ends. 

Desperate as she is not to leave this life behind, Bea dutifully retraces her trip across the Atlantic back to her new, old 
world. As she returns to post-war London, the memory of her American family stays with her, never fully letting her go, 
and always pulling on her heart as she tries to move on and pursue love and a life of her own.

Laura Spence Ash

Big Swiss

Greta lives with her friend Sabine in an ancient 
Dutch farmhouse in Hudson, New York. The house 
is unrenovated, uninsulated, and full of bees. Greta 
spends her days transcribing therapy sessions for a sex 
coach who calls himself Om. She becomes infatuated 
with his newest client, a repressed married woman she 
affectionately refers to as Big Swiss. 

One day, Greta recognizes Big Swiss’s voice in town 
and they quickly become enmeshed. While Big Swiss is unaware Greta has 
eavesdropped on her most intimate exchanges, Greta has never been more 
herself with anyone. Her attraction to Big Swiss overrides her guilt, and she’ll do 
anything to sustain the relationship...

Jen Beagin



Black Water Rising

Jay Porter is hardly the lawyer he set out to be. His most 
promising client is a low-rent call girl, and he runs his 
fledgling law practice out of a dingy strip mall. But he’s 
long since made peace with his path to the American 
Dream, carefully tucking away his darkest sins: the guns, 
the FBI file, the trial that nearly destroyed him.

 Houston, Texas, 1981. It’s here that Jay believes he can 
make a fresh start. That is, until the night he impulsively 

saves a drowning woman’s life, and opens a Pandora’s Box. Her secrets put 
Jay in danger, ensnaring him in a murder investigation that could cost him his 
practice, his family, and even his life. But before he can get to the bottom of a 
tangled mystery that reaches into the upper echelons of Houston’s corporate 
powerbrokers, Jay must confront the demons of his past.

Attica Locke

The Boy With a Bird in His 
Chest
Though Owen Tanner has never met anyone else who has a 
chatty bird in their chest, medical forums would call him a Terror. 
From the moment Gail emerged between Owen’s ribs, his mother 
knew that she had to hide him away from the world. After a 
decade spent in isolation, Owen takes a brazen trip outdoors and 
his life is upended forever. 

Suddenly, he is forced to flee the home that had once felt so 
confining and hide in plain sight with his uncle and cousin in 

Washington. There, he feels the joy of finding a family among friends; of sharing the bird in 
his chest and being embraced fully; of falling in love and feeling the devastating heartbreak of 
rejection before finding a spark of happiness in the most unexpected place; of living his truth 
regardless of how hard the thieves of joy may try to tear him down. But the threat of the Army 
of Acronyms is a constant, looming presence, making Owen wonder if he’ll ever find a way out 
of the cycle of fear.

Emme Lund



The Bullet Swallower

In 1895, Antonio Sonoro is the latest in a long line of ruthless men. He’s 
good with his gun and drawn to trouble but he’s also out of money and 
out of options. A drought has ravaged the town of Dorado, Mexico, 
where he lives with his wife and children, and so when he hears about 
a train laden with gold and other treasures, he sets off for Houston to 
rob it—with his younger brother Hugo in tow. But when the heist goes 
awry and Hugo is killed by the Texas Rangers, Antonio finds himself 
launched into a quest for revenge that endangers not only his life and 
his family, but his eternal soul. 

In 1964, Jaime Sonoro is Mexico’s most renowned actor and singer. 
But his comfortable life is disrupted when he discovers a book that purports to tell the entire history 
of his family beginning with Cain and Abel. In its ancient pages, Jaime learns about the multitude of 
horrific crimes committed by his ancestors. And when the same mysterious figure from Antonio’s 
timeline shows up in Mexico City, Jaime realizes that he may be the one who has to pay for his 
ancestors’ crimes, unless he can discover the true story of his grandfather Antonio, the legendary 
bandido El Tragabalas, The Bullet Swallower.

Elizabeth Gonzalez James

Carrie Soto is Back

Carrie Soto is fierce, and her determination to win at any cost has not 
made her popular. But by the time she retires from tennis, she is the 
best player the world has ever seen. She has shattered every record 
and claimed twenty Grand Slam titles. And if you ask Carrie, she is 
entitled to every one. She sacrificed nearly everything to become the 
best, with her father, Javier, as her coach. A former champion himself, 
Javier has trained her since the age of two.  

But six years after her retirement, Carrie finds herself sitting in the 
stands of the 1994 US Open, watching her record be taken from her by 
a brutal, stunning player named Nicki Chan. 

At thirty-seven years old, Carrie makes the monumental decision to come out of retirement and be 
coached by her father for one last year in an attempt to reclaim her record. Even if the sports media 
says that they never liked “the Battle-Axe” anyway. Even if her body doesn’t move as fast as it did. 
And even if it means swallowing her pride to train with a man she once almost opened her heart to: 
Bowe Huntley. Like her, he has something to prove before he gives up the game forever.

Taylor Jenkins Reid



Chain Gang All-Stars

Loretta Thurwar and Hamara “Hurricane Staxxx” Stacker are the stars 
of the Chain-Gang All-Stars, the cornerstone of CAPE, or Criminal 
Action Penal Entertainment, a highly popular, highly controversial 
profit-raising program in America’s increasingly dominant private 
prison industry. It’s the return of the gladiators, and prisoners are 
competing for the ultimate prize: their freedom.  

In CAPE, prisoners travel as Links in Chain-Gangs, competing in death 
matches before packed arenas with righteous protestors at the gates. 
Thurwar and Staxxx, both teammates and lovers, are the fan favorites. 
And if all goes well, Thurwar will be free in just a few matches, a fact 

she carries as heavily as her lethal hammer. As she prepares to leave her fellow Links, Thurwar 
considers how she might help preserve their humanity, in defiance of these so-called games. But 
CAPE’s corporate owners will stop at nothing to protect their status quo, and the obstacles they lay in 
Thurwar’s path have devastating consequences.

Nana Kwame Adjei-Brenyah

Counterfeit

Ava Wong has always played it safe. As a strait-laced, rule-abiding 
Chinese American lawyer with a successful surgeon as a husband, 
a young son, and a beautiful home—she’s built the perfect life. But 
beneath this façade, Ava’s world is crumbling: her marriage is falling 
apart, her expensive law degree hasn’t been used in years, and her 
toddler’s tantrums are pushing her to the breaking point. 

Enter Winnie Fang, Ava’s enigmatic college roommate from Mainland 
China, who abruptly dropped out under mysterious circumstances. 
Now, twenty years later, Winnie is looking to reconnect with her old 
friend. But the shy, awkward girl Ava once knew has been replaced with 

a confident woman of the world, dripping in luxury goods, including a coveted Birkin in classic orange. 
The secret to her success? Winnie has developed an ingenious counterfeit scheme that involves 
importing near-exact replicas of luxury handbags and now she needs someone with a U.S. passport 
to help manage her business—someone who’d never be suspected of wrongdoing, someone like Ava. 
But when their spectacular success is threatened and Winnie vanishes once again, Ava is left to face 
the consequences.

Kirsten Chen



Cutting for Stone

Marion and Shiva Stone are twin brothers born of a secret 
union between a beautiful Indian nun and a brash British 
surgeon. Orphaned by their mother’s death and their 
father’s disappearance, bound together by a preternatural 
connection and a shared fascination with medicine, the 
twins come of age as Ethiopia hovers on the brink of 
revolution.

Abraham Verghese

Demon Copperhead

Set in the mountains of southern Appalachia, Demon 
Copperhead is the story of a boy born to a teenaged 
single mother in a single-wide trailer, with no assets 
beyond his dead father’s good looks and copper-colored 
hair, a caustic wit, and a fierce talent for survival. Relayed 
in his own unsparing voice, Demon braves the modern 
perils of foster care, child labor, derelict schools, athletic 
success, addiction, disastrous loves, and crushing losses. 
Through all of it, he reckons with his own invisibility in a 

popular culture where even the superheroes have abandoned rural people in favor 
of cities.

Barbara Kingsolver



Exit West

In a country teetering on the brink of civil war, two young 
people meet—sensual, fiercely independent Nadia and 
gentle, restrained Saeed. They embark on a furtive love 
affair, and are soon cloistered in a premature intimacy 
by the unrest roiling their city. When it explodes, turning 
familiar streets into a patchwork of checkpoints and 
bomb blasts, they begin to hear whispers about doors—
doors that can whisk people far away, if perilously and for 
a price. As the violence escalates, Nadia and Saeed decide 

that they no longer have a choice. Leaving their homeland and their old lives 
behind, they find a door and step through...

Moshin Hamid

The Fifth Season

This is the way the world ends. . .for the last time. 

It starts with the great red rift across the heart of the 
world’s sole continent, spewing ash that blots out the sun. 
It starts with death, with a murdered son and a missing 
daughter. It starts with betrayal, and long dormant 
wounds rising up to fester. 

This is the Stillness, a land long familiar with catastrophe, 
where the power of the earth is wielded as a weapon. And where there is no 
mercy.

N. K. Jemisin



The God of the Woods

Early morning, August 1975: a camp counselor discovers 
an empty bunk. Its occupant, Barbara Van Laar, has gone 
missing. Barbara isn’t just any thirteen-year-old: she’s 
the daughter of the family that owns the summer camp 
and employs most of the region’s residents. And this isn’t 
the first time a Van Laar child has disappeared. Barbara’s 
older brother similarly vanished fourteen years ago, never 
to be found.

As a panicked search begins, a thrilling drama unfolds. Chasing down the layered 
secrets of the Van Laar family and the blue-collar community working in its 
shadow, Moore’s multi-threaded story invites readers into a rich and gripping 
dynasty of secrets and second chances.

Liz Moore

Graceling

It is not a peaceful time in the Dells. In King City, the 
young King Nash is clinging to the throne, while rebel 
lords in the north and south build armies to unseat 
him. War is coming. And the mountains and forest are 
filled with spies and thieves. This is where Fire lives, a 
girl whose beauty is impossibly irresistible and who can 
control the minds of everyone around her.

Kristin Cashore



Great Circle

After being rescued as infants from a sinking ocean liner in 1914, 
Marian and Jamie Graves are raised by their dissolute uncle in Missoula, 
Montana. There, after encountering a pair of barnstorming pilots 
passing through town in beat-up biplanes, Marian commences her 
lifelong love affair with flight. At fourteen she drops out of school and 
finds an unexpected and dangerous patron in a wealthy bootlegger 
who provides a plane and subsidizes her lessons, an arrangement that 
will haunt her for the rest of her life, even as it allows her to fulfill her 
destiny: circumnavigating the globe by flying over the North and South 
Poles.  

A century later, Hadley Baxter is cast to play Marian in a film that centers on Marian’s disappearance 
in Antarctica. Vibrant, canny, disgusted with the claustrophobia of Hollywood, Hadley is eager to 
redefine herself after a romantic film franchise has imprisoned her in the grip of cult celebrity. Her 
immersion into the character of Marian unfolds, thrillingly, alongside Marian’s own story, as the two 
women’s fates, and their hunger for self-determination in vastly different geographies and times, 
collide.

Maggie Shipstead

Greta & Valdin

It’s been a year since his ex-boyfriend dumped him and moved 
from Auckland to Buenos Aires, and Valdin is doing fine. He has a 
good flat with his sister Greta, a good career where his colleagues 
only occasionally remind him that he is the sole Maori person in 
the office, and a good friend who he only sleeps with when he’s 
sad. But when work sends him to Argentina and he’s thrown back 
in his former lover’s orbit, Valdin is forced to confront the feelings 
he’s been trying to ignore—and the future he wants. 

Greta is not letting her painfully unrequited crush (or her possibly 
pointless master’s thesis, or her pathetic academic salary...) get her down. She would love 
to focus on the charming fellow grad student she meets at a party and her friendships with 
a circle of similarly floundering twenty-somethings, but her chaotic family life won’t stop 
intruding: her mother is keeping secrets, her nephew is having a gay crisis, and her brother has 
suddenly flown to South America without a word.

Rebecca K Reilly



The Guest

Summer is coming to a close on the East End of Long 
Island, and Alex is no longer welcome. 

A misstep at a dinner party, and the older man she’s 
been staying with dismisses her with a ride to the train 
station and a ticket back to the city.  
 
With few resources and a waterlogged phone, but gifted 

with an ability to navigate the desires of others, Alex stays on Long Island and 
drifts like a ghost through the hedged lanes, gated driveways, and sun-blasted 
dunes of a rarefied world that is, at first, closed to her. Propelled by desperation 
and a mutable sense of morality, she spends the week leading up to Labor Day 
moving from one place to the next, a cipher leaving destruction in her wake.

Emma Cline

The Historian

Breathtakingly suspenseful and beautifully written, The 
Historian is the story of a young woman plunged into a 
labyrinth where the secrets of her family’s past connect to 
an inconceivable evil: the dark fifteenth-century reign of 
Vlad the Impaler and a time-defying pact that may have 
kept his awful work alive through the ages. The search 
for the truth becomes an adventure of monumental 
proportions, taking us from monasteries and dusty 
libraries to the capitals of Eastern Europe—in a feat of 

storytelling so rich, so hypnotic, so exciting that it has enthralled readers around 
the world.

Elizabeth Kostova



Homegoing

Ghana, eighteenth century: two half sisters are born into 
different villages, each unaware of the other. One will 
marry an Englishman and lead a life of comfort in the 
palatial rooms of the Cape Coast Castle. The other will be 
captured in a raid on her village, imprisoned in the very 
same castle, and sold into slavery. 
 
One of Oprah’s Best Books of the Year, Homegoing 
follows the parallel paths of these sisters and their 

descendants through eight generations: from the Gold Coast to the plantations of 
Mississippi, from the American Civil War to Jazz Age Harlem.

Yaa Gyasi

The Immortal King Rao

In a future in which the world is run by the Board of 
Corporations, King’s daughter, Athena, reckons with 
his legacy—literally, for he has given her access to his 
memories, among other questionable gifts. 
 
With climate change raging, Athena has come to believe 
that saving the planet and its Shareholders will require a 
radical act of communion—and so she sets out to tell the 
truth to the world’s Shareholders, in entrancing sensory 

detail, about King’s childhood on a South Indian coconut plantation; his migration 
to the U.S. to study engineering in a world transformed by globalization; his 
marriage to the ambitious artist with whom he changed the world; and, ultimately, 
his invention, under self-exile, of the most ambitious creation of his life—Athena 
herself.

Vauhini Vara



James

When the enslaved Jim overhears that he is about to 
be sold to a man in New Orleans, separated from his 
wife and daughter forever, he decides to hide on nearby 
Jackson Island until he can formulate a plan. 

Meanwhile, Huck Finn has faked his own death to escape 
his violent father, recently returned to town. As all readers 
of American literature know, thus begins the dangerous 
and transcendent journey by raft down the Mississippi 

River toward the elusive and too-often-unreliable promise of the Free States and 
beyond.

Percival Everret

Klara and the Sun

Here is the story of Klara, an Artificial Friend with 
outstanding observational qualities, who, from her place 
in the store, watches carefully the behavior of those who 
come in to browse, and of those who pass on the street 
outside. She remains hopeful that a customer will soon 
choose her.

Kazuo Ishiguro



The Love Songs of 
W. E. B. DuBois
The great scholar, W. E. B. Du Bois, once wrote about the Problem of race in 
America, and what he called “Double Consciousness,” a sensitivity that every 
African-American possesses in order to survive. Since childhood, Ailey Pearl 
Garfield has understood Du Bois’s words all too well. Bearing the names of 
two formidable Black Americans—the revered choreographer Alvin Ailey and 
her great-grandmother Pearl, the descendant of enslaved Georgians and 
tenant farmers—Ailey carries Du Bois’s Problem on her shoulders. 
 
Ailey is reared in the north in the City but spends summers in the small 
Georgia town of Chicasetta, where her mother’s family has lived since their 

ancestors arrived from Africa in bondage. From an early age, Ailey fights a battle for belonging that’s made all 
the more difficult by a hovering trauma, as well as the whispers of women—her mother, Belle, her sister, Lydia, 
and a maternal line reaching back two centuries—that urge Ailey to succeed in their stead. 
 
To come to terms with her own identity, Ailey embarks on a journey through her family’s past, uncovering the 
shocking tales of generations of ancestors—Indigenous, Black, and white—in the deep South. In doing so Ailey 
must learn to embrace her full heritage, a legacy of oppression and resistance, bondage and independence, 
cruelty and resilience that is the story—and the song—of America itself.

Honorée Fanonne Jeffers

Lush Life

Lush Life is a tale of two Lower East Sides: one a high-
priced bohemia, the other a home to hardship, it’s 
residents pushed to the edges of their time-honored turf. 
When a cocky young hipster is shot to death by a street 
kid from the “other” lower east side, the crime ripples 
through every stratum of the city in this brilliant and 
kaleidoscopic portrait of the “new” New York.

Richard Price



Luster

Edie is stumbling her way through her twenties—sharing 
a subpar apartment in Bushwick, clocking in and out of 
her admin job, making a series of inappropriate sexual 
choices. She is also haltingly, fitfully giving heat and air to 
the art that simmers inside her. And then she meets Eric, 
a digital archivist with a family in New Jersey, including an 
autopsist wife who has agreed to an open marriage—with 
rules. 
 

As if navigating the constantly shifting landscapes of contemporary sexual 
manners and racial politics weren’t hard enough, Edie finds herself unemployed 
and invited into Eric’s home—though not by Eric. She becomes a hesitant ally to 
his wife and a de facto role model to his adopted daughter. Edie may be the only 
Black woman young Akila knows.

Raven Leilani

Martyr!

Cyrus Shams is a young man grappling with an 
inheritance of violence and loss: his mother’s plane 
was shot down over the skies of the Persian Gulf in a 
senseless accident; and his father’s life in America was 
circumscribed by his work killing chickens at a factory 
farm in the Midwest. Cyrus is a drunk, an addict, and 
a poet, whose obsession with martyrs leads him to 
examine the mysteries of his past—toward an uncle who 
rode through Iranian battlefields dressed as the angel of 

death to inspire and comfort the dying, and toward his mother, through a painting 
discovered in a Brooklyn art gallery that suggests she may not have been who or 
what she seemed.

Kaveh Akbar



Mexican Gothic

After receiving a frantic letter from her newly-wed cousin begging for someone to 
save her from a mysterious doom, Noemí Taboada heads to High Place, a distant 
house in the Mexican countryside. She’s not sure what she will find—her cousin’s 
husband, a handsome Englishman, is a stranger, and Noemí knows little about the 
region.  
 
Noemí is also an unlikely rescuer: She’s a glamorous debutante, and her chic gowns 
and perfect red lipstick are more suited for cocktail parties than amateur sleuthing. 
But she’s also tough and smart, with an indomitable will, and she is not afraid: Not of 
her cousin’s new husband, who is both menacing and alluring; not of his father, the 
ancient patriarch who seems to be fascinated by Noemí; and not even of the house 
itself, which begins to invade Noemi’s dreams with visions of blood and doom. 

 
Her only ally in this inhospitable abode is the family’s youngest son. Shy and gentle, he seems to want to help Noemí, 
but might also be hiding dark knowledge of his family’s past. For there are many secrets behind the walls of High Place. 
The family’s once colossal wealth and faded mining empire kept them from prying eyes, but as Noemí digs deeper she 
unearths stories of violence and madness.  
 
And Noemí, mesmerized by the terrifying yet seductive world of High Place, may soon find it impossible to ever leave 
this enigmatic house behind.

Silvia Moreno Garcia

Middlesex

The astonishing tale of a gene that passes down through three 
generations of a Greek-American family and flowers in the body of a 
teenage girl. 
 
“I was born twice: first, as a baby girl, on a remarkably smogless Detroit 
day of January 1960; and then again, as a teenage boy, in an emergency 
room near Petoskey, Michigan, in August of 1974. . . My birth certificate 
lists my name as Calliope Helen Stephanides. My most recent driver’s 
license...records my first name simply as Cal.” 
 
So begins the breathtaking story of Calliope Stephanides and three 

generations of the Greek-American Stephanides family who travel from a tiny village overlooking 
Mount Olympus in Asia Minor to Prohibition-era Detroit, witnessing its glory days as the Motor City, 
and the race riots of l967, before they move out to the tree-lined streets of suburban Grosse Pointe, 
Michigan. To understand why Calliope is not like other girls, she has to uncover a guilty family 
secret and the astonishing genetic history that turns Callie into Cal, one of the most audacious and 
wondrous narrators in contemporary fiction.

Jeffrey Eugenides



The Monsters of Templeton

“The day I returned to Templeton steeped in disgrace, the fifty-
foot corpse of a monster surfaced in Lake Glimmerglass.” So begins 
The Monsters of Templeton, a novel spanning two centuries: part a 
contemporary story of a girl’s search for her father, part historical 
novel, and part ghost story. In the wake of a disastrous love affair 
with her older, married archaeology professor at Stanford, brilliant 
Wilhelmina Cooper arrives back at the doorstep of her hippie 
mother-turned-born-again-Christian’s house in Templeton, NY, a 
storybook town her ancestors founded that sits on the shores of Lake 
Glimmerglass. Upon her arrival, a prehistoric monster surfaces in the 
lake bringing a feeding frenzy to the quiet town, and Willie learns she 

has a mystery father her mother kept secret Willie’s entire life. The beautiful, broody Willie is told that 
the key to her biological father’s identity lies somewhere in her family’s history, so she buries herself 
in the research of her twisted family tree and finds more than she bargained for as a chorus of voices 
from the town’s past — some sinister, all fascinating — rise up around her to tell their side of the story. 
In the end, dark secrets come to light, past and present day are blurred, and old mysteries are finally 
put to rest.

Lauren Groff

My Sister the Serial Killer

Korede’s sister Ayoola is many things: the favorite child, the 
beautiful one, possibly sociopathic. And now Ayoola’s third 
boyfriend in a row is dead, stabbed through the heart with 
Ayoola’s knife. 
 
Korede’s practicality is the sisters’ saving grace. She knows the 
best solutions for cleaning blood (bleach, bleach, and more 
bleach), the best way to move a body (wrap it in sheets like 
a mummy), and she keeps Ayoola from posting pictures to 
Instagram when she should be mourning her “missing” boyfriend. 

Not that she gets any credit. 
 
Korede has long been in love with a kind, handsome doctor at the hospital where she works. 
She dreams of the day when he will realize that she’s exactly what he needs. But when he 
asks Korede for Ayoola’s phone number, she must reckon with what her sister has become 
and how far she’s willing to go to protect her.

Oyinkan Braithwaite



The Night Circus

The circus arrives without warning. No announcements 
precede it. It is simply there, when yesterday it was 
not. Within the black-and-white striped canvas tents 
is an utterly unique experience full of breathtaking 
amazements. It is called Le Cirque des Rêves, and it is 
only open at night. 
 
But behind the scenes, a fierce competition is underway: a 
duel between two young magicians, Celia and Marco, who 

have been trained since childhood expressly for this purpose by their mercurial 
instructors. Unbeknownst to them both, this is a game in which only one can be 
left standing. Despite the high stakes, Celia and Marco soon tumble headfirst into 
love, setting off a domino effect of dangerous consequences, and leaving the lives 
of everyone, from the performers to the patrons, hanging in the balance.

Erin Morgenstern

Night Film

On a damp October night, beautiful young Ashley Cordova is found 
dead in an abandoned warehouse in lower Manhattan. Though 
her death is ruled a suicide, veteran investigative journalist Scott 
McGrath suspects otherwise. As he probes the strange circumstances 
surrounding Ashley’s life and death, McGrath comes face-to-face 
with the legacy of her father: the legendary, reclusive cult-horror-film 
director Stanislas Cordova—a man who hasn’t been seen in public for 
more than thirty years. 
 
For McGrath, another death connected to this seemingly cursed family 
dynasty seems more than just a coincidence. Though much has been 

written about Cordova’s dark and unsettling films, very little is known about the man himself. Driven 
by revenge, curiosity, and a need for the truth, McGrath, with the aid of two strangers, is drawn deeper 
and deeper into Cordova’s eerie, hypnotic world. 
 
The last time he got close to exposing the director, McGrath lost his marriage and his career. This 
time, he might lose even more.

Marisha Pessl



North Woods

When two young lovers abscond from a Puritan colony, 
little do they know that their humble cabin in the woods 
will become the home of an extraordinary succession 
of human and nonhuman characters alike. An English 
soldier, destined for glory, abandons the battlefields of 
the New World to devote himself to growing apples. A 
pair of spinster twins navigate war and famine, envy and 
desire. A crime reporter unearths an ancient mass grave—
only to discover that the earth refuse to give up their 

secrets. A lovelorn painter, a sinister con man, a stalking panther, a lusty beetle: 
As the inhabitants confront the wonder and mystery around them, they begin to 
realize that the dark, raucous, beautiful past is very much alive.

Daniel Mason

Prep

Lee Fiora is an intelligent, observant fourteen-year-old when her 
father drops her off in front of her dorm at the prestigious Ault 
School in Massachusetts. She leaves her animated, affectionate 
family in South Bend, Indiana, at least in part because of the 
boarding school’s glossy brochure, in which boys in sweaters chat 
in front of old brick buildings, girls in kilts hold lacrosse sticks on 
pristinely mown athletic fields, and everyone sings hymns in chapel. 
 
As Lee soon learns, Ault is a cloistered world of jaded, attractive 
teenagers who spend summers on Nantucket and speak in their 

own clever shorthand. Both intimidated and fascinated by her classmates, Lee becomes a shrewd 
observer of—and, ultimately, a participant in—their rituals and mores. As a scholarship student, she 
constantly feels like an outsider and is both drawn to and repelled by other loners. By the time 
she’s a senior, Lee has created a hard-won place for herself at Ault. But when her behavior takes 
a self-destructive and highly public turn, her carefully crafted identity within the community is 
shattered.

Curtis Sittenfeld



The Rachel Incident

Rachel is a student working at a bookstore when she 
meets James, and it’s love at first sight. Effervescent and 
insistently heterosexual, James soon invites Rachel to 
be his roommate and the two begin a friendship that 
changes the course of both their lives forever.  Together, 
they run riot through the streets of Cork city, trying to 
maintain a bohemian existence while the threat of the 
financial crash looms before them. 
 

When Rachel falls in love with her married professor, Dr. Fred Byrne, James 
helps her devise a reading at their local bookstore, with the goal that she might 
seduce him afterwards. But Fred has other desires. So begins a series of secrets 
and compromises that intertwine the fates of James, Rachel, Fred, and Fred’s 
glamorous, well-connected, bourgeois wife.

Caroline O’Donogue

Razorblade Tears

Ike Randolph has been out of jail for fifteen years, with not so much as 
a speeding ticket in all that time. But a Black man with cops at the door 
knows to be afraid. 
 
The last thing he expects to hear is that his son Isiah has been murdered, 
along with Isiah’s white husband, Derek. Ike had never fully accepted his 
son but is devastated by his loss. 
 
Derek’s father Buddy Lee was almost as ashamed of Derek for being gay 
as Derek was ashamed of his father’s criminal record. Buddy Lee still has 
contacts in the underworld, though, and he wants to know who killed his 

boy.  
 
Ike and Buddy Lee, two ex-cons with little else in common other than a criminal past and a love for their 
dead sons, band together in their desperate desire for revenge. In their quest to do better for their sons 
in death than they did in life, hardened men Ike and Buddy Lee will confront their own prejudices about 
their sons and each other, as they rain down vengeance upon those who hurt their boys.

S.A. Cosby



The Safekeep

It is 1961 and the rural Dutch province of Overijssel is quiet. 
Bomb craters have been filled, buildings reconstructed, and 
the war is truly over. Living alone in her late mother’s country 
home, Isabel knows her life is as it should be—led by routine 
and discipline. But all is upended when her brother Louis 
brings his graceless new girlfriend Eva, leaving her at Isabel’s 
doorstep as a guest, to stay for the season. 
 
Eva is Isabel’s antithesis: she sleeps late, walks loudly through 

the house, and touches things she shouldn’t. In response, Isabel develops a fury-fueled 
obsession, and when things start disappearing around the house—a spoon, a knife, a 
bowl—Isabel’s suspicions begin to spiral. In the sweltering peak of summer, Isabel’s 
paranoia gives way to infatuation, leading to a discovery that unravels all Isabel has 
ever known. The war might not be well and truly over after all, and neither Eva—nor the 
house in which they live—are what they seem.

Yael van der Wouden

Salvage the Bones

A hurricane is building over the Gulf of Mexico, threatening 
the coastal town of Bois Sauvage, Mississippi, and Esch’s 
father is growing concerned. A hard drinker, largely absent, 
he doesn’t show concern for much else. Esch and her three 
brothers are stocking food, but there isn’t much to save. 
Lately, Esch can’t keep down what food she gets; she’s 
fourteen and pregnant. Her brother Skeetah is sneaking 
scraps for his prized pitbull’s new litter, dying one by one in 
the dirt. Meanwhile, brothers Randall and Junior try to stake 

their claim in a family long on child’s play and short on parenting. 
 
As the twelve days that make up the novel’s framework yield to their dramatic 
conclusion, this unforgettable family--motherless children sacrificing for one another 
as they can, protecting and nurturing where love is scarce--pulls itself up to face 
another day.

Jesmyn Ward



The Sellout

Born in the “agrarian ghetto” of Dickens—on the southern outskirts 
of Los Angeles—the narrator of The Sellout resigns himself to the 
fate of lower-middle-class Californians: “I’d die in the same bedroom 
I’d grown up in, looking up at the cracks in the stucco ceiling that’ve 
been there since ‘68 quake.” Raised by a single father, a controversial 
sociologist, he spent his childhood as the subject in racially charged 
psychological studies. He is led to believe that his father’s pioneering 
work will result in a memoir that will solve his family’s financial woes. 
But when his father is killed in a police shoot-out, he realizes there 
never was a memoir. All that’s left is the bill for a drive-thru funeral. 

 
Fuelled by this deceit and the general disrepair of his hometown, the narrator sets out to right 
another wrong: Dickens has literally been removed from the map to save California from further 
embarrassment. Enlisting the help of the town’s most famous resident—the last surviving Little 
Rascal, Hominy Jenkins—he initiates the most outrageous action conceivable: reinstating slavery 
and segregating the local high school, which lands him in the Supreme Court.

Paul Beatty

Sky Full of Elephants

One day, a cataclysmic event occurs: all of the white people in America walk 
into the nearest body of water. A year later, Charlie Brunton is a Black man 
living in an entirely new world. Having served time in prison for a wrongful 
conviction, he’s now a professor of electric and solar power systems at 
Howard University when he receives a call from someone he wasn’t even 
sure existed: his daughter Sidney, a nineteen-year-old left behind by her 
white mother and step-family. 
 
Traumatized by the event, and terrified of the outside world, Sidney has 
spent a year in isolation in Wisconsin. Desperate for help, she turns to the 
father she never met, a man she has always resented. Sidney and Charlie 

meet for the first time as they embark on a journey across a truly “post-racial” America in search for answers. 
But neither of them are prepared for this new world and how they see themselves in it. 
 
Heading south toward what is now called the Kingdom of Alabama, everything Charlie and Sidney thought 
they knew about themselves, and the world, will be turned upside down. 

Cebo Campbell



State of Wonder

In a narrative replete with poison arrows, devouring 
snakes, scientific miracles, and spiritual transformations, 
State of Wonder presents a world of stunning surprise 
and danger, rich in emotional resonance and moral 
complexity. 
 
As Dr. Marina Singh embarks upon an uncertain odyssey 
into the insect-infested Amazon, she’s forced to surrender 
herself to the lush but forbidding world that awaits 

within the jungle. Charged with finding her former mentor Dr. Annick Swenson, a 
researcher who has disappeared while working on a valuable new drug, she will 
have to confront her own memories of tragedy and sacrifice as she journeys into 
the unforgiving heart of darkness.

Ann Patchett

The Story of a Marriage

It is 1953 and Pearlie, a dutiful young housewife, finds 
herself living in the Sunset District in San Francisco, caring 
not only for her husband’s fragile health, but also for 
her son, who is afflicted with polio. Then, one Saturday 
morning, a stranger appears on her doorstep, and 
everything changes.

Andrew Sean Greer



A Tale for the Time Being

In Tokyo, sixteen-year-old Nao has decided there’s 
only one escape from her aching loneliness and her 
classmates’ bullying. But before she ends it all, Nao first 
plans to document the life of her great-grandmother, 
a Buddhist nun who’s lived more than a century. A 
diary is Nao’s only solace—and will touch lives in ways 
she can scarcely imagine. Across the Pacific, we meet 
Ruth, a novelist living on a remote island who discovers 
a collection of artifacts washed ashore in a Hello Kitty 

lunchbox—possibly debris from the devastating 2011 tsunami. As the mystery of its 
contents unfolds, Ruth is pulled into the past, into Nao’s drama and her unknown 
fate, and forward into her own future.

Ruth Ozeki

Tomorrow and Tomorrow 
and Tomorrow
On a bitter-cold day, in the December of his junior year at Harvard, 
Sam Masur exits a subway car and sees, amid the hordes of people 
waiting on the platform, Sadie Green. He calls her name. For a 
moment, she pretends she hasn’t heard him, but then, she turns, and 
a game begins: a legendary collaboration that will launch them to 
stardom. 
 
These friends, intimates since childhood, borrow money, beg favors, 
and, before even graduating college, they have created their first 

blockbuster, Ichigo. Overnight, the world is theirs. Not even twenty-five years old, Sam and Sadie 
are brilliant, successful, and rich, but these qualities won’t protect them from their own creative 
ambitions or the betrayals of their hearts. 
 
Spanning thirty years, from Cambridge, Massachusetts, to Venice Beach, California, and lands in 
between and far beyond, Gabrielle Zevin’s Tomorrow, and Tomorrow, and Tomorrow examines 
the multifarious nature of identity, disability, failure, the redemptive possibilities in play, and above 
all, our need to connect: to be loved and to love.

Gabrielle Zevin



Trust

Even through the roar and effervescence of the 1920s, 
everyone in New York has heard of Benjamin and Helen 
Rask. He is a legendary Wall Street tycoon; she is the 
daughter of eccentric aristocrats. Together, they have 
risen to the very top of a world of seemingly endless 
wealth—all as a decade of excess and speculation draws 
to an end. But at what cost have they acquired their 
immense fortune? This is the mystery at the center of 
Bonds, a successful 1937 novel that all of New York seems 

to have read. Yet there are other versions of this tale of privilege and deceit.

Hernan Diaz

Twelve Lives of Samuel 
Hawley
Samuel Hawley isn’t like the other fathers in Olympus, 
Massachusetts. A loner who spent years living on the run, he 
raised his beloved daughter, Loo, on the road, moving from motel 
to motel, always watching his back. Now that Loo’s a teenager, 
Hawley wants only to give her a normal life. In his late wife’s 
hometown, he finds work as a fisherman, while Loo struggles to fit 
in at the local high school. 
 
Growing more and more curious about the mother she never 

knew, Loo begins to investigate. Soon, everywhere she turns, she encounters the mysteries 
of her parents’ lives before she was born. This hidden past is made all the more real by the 
twelve scars her father carries on his body. Each scar is from a bullet Hawley took over the 
course of his criminal career. Each is a memory: of another place on the map, another thrilling 
close call, another moment of love lost and found. As Loo uncovers a history that’s darker 
than she could have known, the demons of her father’s past spill over into the present—and 
together both Hawley and Loo must face a reckoning yet to come.

Hannah Tinti



The Verifiers

Claudia is used to disregarding her fractious family’s 
model-minority expectations: she has no interest in 
finding either a conventional career or a nice Chinese 
boy. She’s also used to keeping secrets from them, such 
as that she prefers girls—and that she’s just been stealth-
recruited by Veracity, a referrals-only online-dating 
detective agency. 
 
A lifelong mystery reader who wrote her senior thesis 

on Jane Austen, Claudia believes she’s landed her ideal job. But when a client 
vanishes, Claudia breaks protocol to investigate—and uncovers a maelstrom of 
personal and corporate deceit.

Jane Pek

A Visit from the Goon 
Squad
Bennie is an aging former punk rocker and record 
executive. Sasha is the passionate, troubled young 
woman he employs. Here Jennifer Egan brilliantly reveals 
their pasts, along with the inner lives of a host of other 
characters whose paths intersect with theirs.

Jennifer Egan



We Ride Upon Sticks

In the town of Danvers, Massachusetts, home of the 
original 1692 witch trials, the 1989 Danvers Falcons will do 
anything to make it to the state finals—even if it means 
tapping into some devilishly dark powers. 
 
Against a background of irresistible 1980s iconography, 
Quan Barry expertly weaves together the individual and 
collective progress of this enchanted team as they storm 
their way through an unforgettable season.  

 
Helmed by good-girl captain Abby Putnam (a descendant of the infamous 
Salem accuser Ann Putnam) and her co-captain Jen Fiorenza (whose bleached 
blond “Claw” sees and knows all), the Falcons prove to be wily, original, and bold, 
flaunting society’s stale notions of femininity.

Quan Barry

The Wedding People

It’s a beautiful day in Newport, Rhode Island, when 
Phoebe Stone arrives at the grand Cornwall Inn wearing a 
green dress and gold heels, not a bag in sight, alone. She’s 
immediately mistaken by everyone in the lobby for one 
of the wedding people, but she’s actually the only guest 
at the Cornwall who isn’t here for the big event. Phoebe 
is here because she’s dreamed of coming for years—
she hoped to shuck oysters and take sunset sails with 
her husband, only now she’s here without him, at rock 

bottom, and determined to have one last decadent splurge on herself. Meanwhile, 
the bride has accounted for every detail and every possible disaster the weekend 
might yield except for, well, Phoebe and Phoebe’s plan—which makes it that much 
more surprising when the two women can’t stop confiding in each other.

Alison Espach



When We Were Sisters

In this heartrending, lyrical debut work of fiction, the acclaimed author 
of If They Come for Us traces the intense bond of three orphaned 
siblings who, after their parents die, are left to raise one another. The 
youngest, Kausar, grapples with the incomprehensible loss of their 
parents as she also charts out her own understanding of gender; 
Aisha, the middle sister, spars with her “crybaby” younger sibling as 
she desperately tries to hold on to her sense of family in an impossible 
situation; and Noreen, the eldest, does her best in the role of sister-
mother while also trying to create a life for herself, on her own terms. 
 
As Kausar grows up, she must contend with the collision of her private 

and public worlds, and choose whether to remain in the life of love, sorrow, and codependency that 
she’s known or carve out a new path for herself. When We Were Sisters tenderly examines the bonds 
and fractures of sisterhood, names the perils of being three Muslim American girls alone against the 
world, and ultimately illustrates how those who’ve lost everything might still make homes in one 
another.

Fatimah Asghar

Your Face in Mine

One afternoon, not long after Kelly Thorndike has moved back to 
his hometown of Baltimore, an African American man he doesn’t 
recognize calls out to him. To Kelly’s shock, the man identifies himself 
as Martin, who was one of Kelly’s closest friends in high school—and, 
before his disappearance nearly twenty years before, white and 
Jewish. Martin then tells an astonishing story: after years of immersing 
himself in black culture, he’s had a plastic surgeon perform “racial 
reassignment surgery”: altering his hair, skin, and physiognomy to allow 
him to pass as African American. Unknown to his family or childhood 
friends, Martin has been living a new life ever since. 
 

Now, however, Martin feels he can no longer keep his identity a secret; he wants Kelly to help 
him ignite a controversy that will help sell racial reassignment surgery to the world. Inventive and 
thought-provoking, Your Face in Mine is a brilliant novel about cultural and racial alienation and the 
nature of belonging in a world where identity can be a stigma or a lucrative brand.

Jess Row



Your House Will Pay

In the wake of the police shooting of a black teenager, Los 
Angeles is as tense as it’s been since the unrest of the early 
1990s. But Grace Park and Shawn Matthews have their own 
problems. Grace is sheltered and largely oblivious, living 
in the Valley with her Korean-immigrant parents, working 
long hours at the family pharmacy. She’s distraught that 
her sister hasn’t spoken to their mother in two years, for 
reasons beyond Grace’s understanding. Shawn has already 
had enough of politics and protest after an act of violence 

shattered his family years ago. He just wants to be left alone to enjoy his quiet life in 
Palmdale. 
 
But when another shocking crime hits LA, both the Park and Matthews families are 
forced to face down their history while navigating the tumult of a city on the brink of 
more violence.

Steph Cha


